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	Help for New Hams: 
Assembling Your First Antenna
	by John Chamberlain, AC5CV
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	Are you a new ham itching to get on the air? You may have even gotten your hands on a working transmitter—probably a 2-meter handheld or mobile rig. But what about that very necessary part of the station—the antenna? Sure, you can get on the air with a homemade dipole or quarter-wave antenna—and every ham ought to be able to do that. But eventually you’ll probably purchase or inherit a commercial variety antenna—perhaps like the one pictured here.

For this month’s program following the Club business meeting, Mike Ross N5MVL will give us a live demonstration of how to get from the shipping carton to the rooftop and on the air with a new Cushcraft two meter antenna.

If you’re a new ham, you’ll not want to miss this opportunity to get most of those questions answered that you may have wanted to ask about assembling a new antenna. If you’re a seasoned ham, come and join in Mike’s fun by adding some of your own tips and pointers!
	


	HOTARC is Granted
ARRL Special Service Club Status!
	by John Chamberlain, AC5CV
(mostly extracted from ARRL web site)


HOTARC, Inc. has been granted the privilege of being identified as an ARRL Special Service Club. This two year status is given to amateur radio organizations that are active in public service, training, recruitment and emergency communication. The club was encouraged to apply by Mark Harper KD5TAO, North Texas Affiliated Club Coordinator during his visit to HOTARC’s 2003 Field Day.
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The ARRL is especially proud of affiliated clubs that excel in their activities. Clubs that go the extra mile to provide on-going training and support for the benefit of their community, fall into our Special Service Club category. These extraordinary groups actively pursue all aspects of Amateur Radio: New Ham Development and Training; Public Relations; Emergency Communications; School Club Support; Technical Advancement; Operating Activities; Annual Reports, and more. 

In addition to all benefits afforded affiliated clubs, Special Service Clubs also receive the following additional benefits: 

· Lists & labels of newly licensed amateurs in your area 

· Eligible to appoint local Awards Managers 

· May display SSC logos on club stationery, web pages, and club signs. 

Other Special Service Club(s) in your area can be located using the web site at http://www.arrl.org/field/club/biglist.html. After plugging in your section, check the block next to “List SSCs Only” and click on the “Show Clubs” button. 

	QRV? (Are You Ready?)
	by Ed Middlebrook, KC5NT
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One of the greatest things about amateur radio is the friendships that we build along the way. The time spent is a joy, but just like a Saturday afternoon “ragchew” QSO on 15 meters, there comes the time to say goodbye and 73.

I can honestly say that I haven’t yet met a fellow ham that I haven’t enjoyed spending time with. It is our common bond that brings us together, but its the time spent at Field Day, or a special event, or teaching a bunch of Young Marines that really makes you feel great to be a “ham”. And when we part, we say 73.

“73”—just two simple numbers that together, say volumes. Beginning with landline telegraph operators in 1857, “73” became the common code to represent a friendly word between operators—one of respect and kindness. And by 1908, it became to be known as simply “best regards.”

It is with a heavy heart that I must bid goodbye to our friend and vice-president, Stan Russell KD5RWX. Stan has found a new mountain to climb (literally) and has moved on to New Mexico. I can think of very few hams that have made such a positive impact in such a short time as Stan Russell has done for HOTARC and McLennan County ARES. We’ll miss him greatly! Keep the airwaves stirred in New Mexico, Stan. Good luck, and 73 my friend!
73
Ed Middlebrook, KC5NT
HOTARC President

	For the Record...
	


HOTARC Meeting of Members
July 24, 2003
The July meeting of the Heart O’ Texas Amateur Radio Club was called to order by Ed Middlebrook KC5NT at 7:00 pm at the Kultgen Automotive Building on the campus of TSTC, Waco. Present were nineteen full members, one associate member, one family member, and one visitor.

Visitor at the meeting: Scott Wilson from Speegleville, TX.

The Minutes for the June meeting were approved as published in the HOTLINE, following a motion by Norris Martin KB5SLI, second by Rusty Keyes AD5JY, and unanimous vote by the members present. The June Treasurer’s Report as published in the HOTLINE was also accepted, following a motion by Otto Hackfeld KI5QT, second by KB5SLI, and unanimous vote by the members present.

Committee Reports:

· Trailer Committee: Roger Miles WB5MBO reported that all performed well for Field Day, including the generator, which ran perfectly this year!

· Repeater Committee: KB5SLI  reported that all is well. Scott Shafer KD5MLY reported that the 15 antenna has been inverted and connected to a duplexer to permit us to share the coax with the tower owner. KC5NT asked that any nets that are using our repeaters please advise KB5SLI. 

· Website Committee: Justin Martin KC5KQL reported that our server bill is due this month ($60/yr).

· ATV Committee: KC5UOZ reported that the ATV repeater is working well, being used every night with SSTV group.

· Education Committee: KC5NT reported that the Salvation Army group is seeking a Tech Class. Bill Haberl KD5TRD reported that the Young Marines have asked for another training session (similar to previous one). KC5NT tabled this latter topic for further discussion. Send any comments to KD5TRD.

· P.R. Committee: No report.

· Special Events Committee: Terry Williams KD5KJU is needing someone to tow the trailer to the Alta Vista National Night Out event on August 5.

· Field Day Report: KC5NT gave a great PowerPoint slide show about the 2003 Field Day accomplishments, including an unofficial score just shy of 6000 points. In summary: about 25 members, about 25 visitors, 12 GOTA operators, new HOTARC record for QSO’s and points—contacting all 50 states and 78 out of 80 sections! Way to go, Club!

	The Treasurer Reports...

	

	Heart O’ Texas Amateur Radio Club
Treasurer’s Report, July 2003

Beginning Account Balance


$ 3,307.31

Income


Dues
$ 105.00


ARRL NM rebate
15.00


Donation (AC5HV Plaque)
40.00


Interest
 0.69


TOTAL Income
$ 160.69

Expenses


AC5HV Plaque

$ 220.00


Young Marine’s event

50.00


Trailer fuel

   27.00


TOTAL Expenses

$  297.00

Ending Account Balance


$ 3,171.00

Outstanding (as of 8-20-03)
  Deposits: None
  Cleared checks: 

Salvation Army donation $150.00

Web server fee: $60.00
  Actual cash on hand: $2,961.00

Submitted by
Ray Read, AD5CK
HOTARC Treasurer


Old Business:

· Emergency Communications: Ed Hynan KC5KNI reported he will be giving the list of ARES members to Hillcrest Admin. With your ARES ID cards and driver’s license you’ll have access to the hospital during an emergency. Additionally, an “Equipment Room List” will grant some access to the Hillcrest equipment room should work be needed on the radio equipment there.

· AC5HV Memorial Plaque: Rodney Baden K5YKC presented a piece of pecan wood for mounting the plaque (rather than directly to trailer wall). Mike Ross N5MVL moved that we go with the pecan mounting, KI5QT seconded the motion, and the members unanimously approved.

 New Business:

	[image: image3.jpg]



K5WAR makes QSO via UO-14
(photo by AC5CV)


· Donation: WB5MBO moved that we donate $150 to the Salvation Army in appreciation for the great food they provided at 2003 Field Day. N5MVL seconded the motion, and a hearty unanimous consent by the members present.

· Special Service Club Status: KC5NT reported that the Club has applied for SSC status at prompting by ARRL’s Mark Harper KD5TAO at the recent Hamvention.

· Missing Equipment: N5MVL reported that we apparently have lost the Field Day sign we’ve used in the past to give credit to the city of Hewitt for use of the park on Field Day. We need to remember to get a new one for next year.

· Section Bulletin Manager: KC5NT announced that he has the new title, and would be trying to recruit new bulletin stations. Please contact him if interested.

· Emergency Communications: K5YKC reported that Lampasas County is seeking a new Emergency Coordinator, since the previous EC retired.

KC5NT heard a motion by Bill Feltenberger KD5UEW to adjourn the meeting about 7:45 pm.

Bill Russell K5WAR presented a live (and successful!) demonstration of using a low power dual-band HT to make a UO-14 satellite contact using “NOVA for Windows” satellite prediction program and a handheld dual-band yagi.

Submitted by:
John Chamberlain AC5CV
HOTARC Secretary

	Communication in an Emergency
	by Ed Hynan, KC5KNI, McLennan County Emergency Coordinator


Communication during a declared communications emergency is very different from routine day-to-day amateur communications. A communications emergency exists when [image: image7.jpg]


a critical communications failure puts the public at risk. It could be a storm that knocks down telephone lines or radio towers, a massive increase in the use of a specific communications system that causes it to become overloaded, or the failure of a key component in a system that has widespread consequences. Whatever the reason, amateur radio operators are routinely called in to assist.

We fit into the equation because we are considered communications experts by the agencies we are asked to support. We have the skills, equipment, and frequencies to create emergency communications networks under emergency conditions. We are licensed and pre-authorized for both national and international communications. We have the ability to rapidly enlarge the communications capacity to meet the growing needs of an emergency situation. The skills that we would need are practiced daily, skills used in everyday amateur communications. 

Just as important as what you “are,” is what you are not. There are limits to your responsibilities as an emergency communicator, and you need to know what they are. You are not a “first responder”—no need for flashing lights and sirens. You really have no authority. The only decision that you can make is whether to participate or not. You cannot do it all. Helping in a pinch is fine, but you are there to facilitate communications. Finally, you are not in charge. You are there to temporarily fulfill the needs of an agency whose communications system is unable to do its job.

Remember—communicating is job #1. While you are proud of your skills, equipment, and systems, it is important to remember that your job is to communicate. If requested to deliver a long list of needed supplies to the headquarters, you should be prepared to use any means required—including the fax machine if it is still working. The job is to get the message through—even if it means using smoke signals! Ham radio may not always be the best way to accomplish the communication. Fax, phone, CB radio, an agency’s radio system, or even a messenger may be a faster way to accomplish the task. Remember—communicating is job # 1. Get the message through via amateur radio or any other means.

	Time to Squelch “Spectrum Pollution”
	by Ed Middlebrook, KC5NT


Just about every year, I head on down to Austin to “Summerfest.” This is an annual gathering of hams that doesn’t 

compare with Belton for equipment, but I go because of the sessions—especially QRP! But I’ll save that for another time, because after listening to Jim Haynie W5JBP’s presentation on Broadband Over Powerline (BPL), we soon may not have HF frequencies worthy enough to enjoy QRP (or anything for that matter). 
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ARRL Mobile Test Vehicle—Check out that antenna!


I admit it: I’ve been watching the BPL debate with one eye closed. I actually thought that this might be a great technological advance a few years ago, since I live in an area with only dial-up access to the Internet. Not now, however. Not after seeing and especially hearing the tests conducted by ARRL Lab Manager, Ed Hare W1RFI. 

This month, I’ll take some time out of our regular meeting to give you the details on BPL and its debilitating effects on the radio spectrum from 2 to 80 MHz. I plan to show the ARRL video and discuss some things that we can do AND must do to squelch this travesty. If you cannot attend, please see the collection of useful information at the ARRL web site http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/ and begin getting informed. 

We must act and make our voices heard. If this action comes to pass, the HF bands would be filled with so many “birdies” that they would become unusable. Just think what this could mean to homeland security if we lose our HF capabilities! I hope to see you at the meeting!

	Symphony 6000—THIS SATURDAY!!
	by John Chamberlain, AC5CV
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As you read in my email last week, we almost got surprised this year. But that’s what emergency preparation is all about, right? So, thanks to YOUR excellent responses, we’re going to have a great event! Those who have volunteered to come out and throw your support behind this special event, please mark your calendars with a big red circle around this Saturday, August 30, 2003. And since the first run starts at 7:30 am, we need to be ready to play our roles no later than 7:15 am (actually 7:00 am would be better). Yes, it’s Labor Day weekend…but what better way to start off a holiday weekend than with a ham radio in your hand?! (  (You new hams who felt shy about replying to my email, or are still seeking a 2m rig, are certainly welcome to come out and join the fun! We’ll find some way to get a microphone in your hand!!)

Please come to the HOTARC meeting this week to discover your assignments. And since the Symphony folks have really come to appreciate our part in this event, they are happy to give you a rather nice t-shirt. Aside from wearing it on event day, I’ve found that you can sleep in it, wear it to the lake, give it to your kids, or whatever.

As usual, the run will involve several hundred runners who are very serious about this 6-kilometer event. They will run “counter-clockwise” around the course that crosses the Washington Street bridge, heads northwest on MLK Boulevard, crosses the Herring Street bridge, and returns to the starting line by running along University Parks Drive through the shaded Pecan Bottoms of Cameron Park. A very nice course, and hopefully we’ll have a very pleasant, cool morning to enjoy our favorite hobby and also help out a nice bunch of local folks! These events also help to put a “good face” on our hobby!

If you can’t make it to the meeting, we’ll have your assignments and shirts at the trailer located near the starting line (blue box in the map). We’ll use the recently renovated BARC repeater—good for a 2-watt HT anywhere on the course.

BARC Repeater: 147.16 (xmit + 600 kHz, tone 123 Hz)
Be in position and “checked in” to Net Control
no later than 7:15 am.
First run starts at 7:30 am. 

See you THIS Saturday morning! (For more info about the Symphony 6000, click here.)

	Come to Corpus Christi, Texas: the Sparkling City by the Sea and bring the family!

FIFTH ANNUAL COASTAL BEND HAMFEST

DATE: Saturday, November 8, 2003, Swapfest starts at 8:00 AM, Forums at 9:00 AM

LOCATION: Solomon P. Ortiz International Center (402 Harbor Drive). Exit Shoreline Drive off I-37 (last exit), go two blocks, turn left on Chaparral Street, go all the way to the end: Center is on the ship channel.

Check website http://www.n5crp.org/ for details and latest information.


The HOTLINE is the monthly newsletter of the Heart O’ Texas Amateur Radio Club (HOTARC), Inc., a nonprofit corporation, chartered by the State of Texas and principally located in Waco. It is permissible to use any of the original material contained herein, provided proper credit is given to the source.
Edited and Published by John Chamberlain AC5CV, ac5cv@arrl.net
HOTARC 2003 Board of Directors
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2003 Board of Directors
Back: KD5RWX, KC5NT, AD5CK, KD5IQ, AD5JY
Front: KC5KNI, AC5CV, N5MVL


President: Ed Middlebrook KC5NT, 826-4053, KC5NT@arrl.net
Vice Pres: (open)

Secretary: John Chamberlain AC5CV, 855-7731, AC5CV@arrl.net
Treasurer: Ray Read AD5CK, 776-4059, AD5CK@arrl.net 

Past-Pres.: Rusty Keyes AD5JY, 662-1461, rustedkey@aol.com
Director (2003): Mike Ross N5MVL, 836-1083, N5MVL@juno.com
Director (2004): Marshall Mabry KD5IQ, 772-1037, mabrym@aol.com
Director (2005): Ed Hynan KC5KNI, 666-4873, KC5KNI@arrl.net 
Club Repeaters
145.15 MHz (input at –600 kHz, tone 123 Hz)
146.88 MHz (input at –600 kHz)
146.98 MHz (input at –600 kHz, tone 123 Hz)
VE Testing
10:00 am on the third Saturday at Baylor’s Rogers Engineering Bldg, Room 107. You must bring: 1) testing fee of $12 (cash, please); 2) current license and photocopy of it; 3) a photo ID (two for first-time licensees), and 4) photocopy of any relevant CSCE. Contact: Linda Hynan, AC5QQ at 666-4873 or Linda.Hynan@UTSouthwestern.edu.

	Meeting Notice

This month’s meeting of HOTARC will be at 7:00 pm on Thursday August 28, 2003 in the Kultgen Automotive Center of the TSTC Waco Campus. Meetings generally last about 90 minutes consisting of fellowship, general Club business, and an interesting program. Visiting hams, family members, and prospective hams are welcomed!


Heart O’ Texas Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 405

Waco, TX 76703-0405

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit our web site at:
  hotarc.org

Speak up NOW against BPL!
This REALLY is serious!



















